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DEMOGRAPHIC DATA 
Fullerton is a city located in northern Orange County in the state of California. Consisting of 
22.3 square miles, the city was founded in 1887 (City of Fullerton, 2022). The population per 
square mile is 6,406. Its geographic location is 33.53 north latitude; 117.55 west longitude. 
Population 
According to the 2020 United States Census, there are currently 143,617 people living in 
Fullerton. 25.8% of the total population are 19 or younger, 55% are between the ages of 20 to 59 
years, and 19.2% of the population are 60 or over. 50% of the population is of Asian origin, 
38.4% is of Latino origin, 10% of the population are White, 1.3% of the population are Black or 
African American, 0.2% are American Indian or Alaska Native, 0.1% are Native Hawaiian or 
Other Pacific Islander, 14.2% of the population are of “some other race,” and 3.3% of the 
population are of two or more races. 
Household Income and Size 
Of the 45,092 households in Fullerton, 19.3% have an income of $34,999 or less. 36.7% of 
households make between $35,000 to $99,999 and 43.9% of households make $100,000 or more. 
The median household income in Fullerton is $85,471. The average household size is 3 people. 
Homeownership 
Of the 45,092 households in Fullerton, 53.7% live in owner-occupied housing units. The other 
46.3% of households live in renter-occupied housing units. The median value of owner-occupied 
housing units is $667,300. 
Language 
There are currently 92,068 Fullerton residents who are 18 years old and over. Of this population, 


62.9%, or 57,896 people, speak only English at home. 37.1%, or 57,896 people, speak a 


language other than English at home. In terms of a specific language, 17.5% of Fullerton 

residents over the age of 18, or 16,085 people, speak Spanish at home. 

Schools 

Fullerton, California is known as the “Education Community” because of the amount of 

educational institutions in the city. There are 15 public elementary schools, 2 public K-8 schools, 

3 junior high schools, 5 public high schools, and 5 universities and colleges. 

Education Levels 

89.7% of Fullerton residents who are above 25 years old have graduated from high school. 

42.9% of Fullerton residents who are above 25 years old have a Bachelor’s degree or higher. 

48.3% of earned Bachelor’s degrees are in the field of science and engineering. 18.3% are in the 

field of business, 6.1% are in the field of education, and 27.3% are in the field of arts, 

humanities, or other. 

Voter and Political Party Registration 

There are 70,729 people who are registered to vote. Of the voting group, 37.7% are in the 

Democratic party. 31.5% are in the Republican party. 26.4% of voters have no party preference. 

2.6% of Fullerton registered voters are registered as American Independent. 0.9% of voters are 

Libertarian. 0.3% are in the Green party, and 0.6% of voters are in miscellaneous parties. 
ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS DATA 

Fullerton currently has 65,814 workers who are 16 years or over. The majority of workers, or 

44.2%, are between the ages of 25 and 44. 54.6% of these workers are male and 45.4% of 

Fullerton workers are female. 64.9% of Fullerton workers are native born and 35.1% of workers 

were born in another country. 43.6% of this population have an occupation in the field of 


management, business, science, or arts. 15.9% of workers have a service occupation. 23% work 


in sales and office occupations. 6.3% of the 65,814 workers have an occupation in natural 
resources, construction, or maintenance. Finally, 11.2% of this population work in production, 
transportation, or material moving. Fullerton’s unemployment rate according to the United States 
Census (2020) is 6.9%. 
Major Employers 
Major corporate employers in Fullerton include: CSU Fullerton, St. Jude Medical Center, 
Raytheon Systems, Fullerton School District, Fullerton College, Alcoa Fastening Systems, 
Fullerton Joint Union School District, and St. Jude Heritage Health (City of Fullerton, 2022) 
Business Sectors 
The most common employment sectors for Fullerton residents are Manufacturing, Health Care 
and Social Assistance, and Educational Services. The highest paying industries, by median 
earnings, are Utilities, Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services, as well as Finance and 
Insurance (Data USA, 2019). 

MAJOR ISSUES 
Housing 
Despite the variety of businesses and education available in Fullerton, many residents find 
themselves experiencing housing insecurity. According to the city’s official website there are 
currenting 47,885 housing units in the area, 95% of which are occupied (City of Fullerton, 2022). 
Affordable housing is seemingly a concept of the past in Fullerton and California as a whole. The 
Orange County register reports that the median sales price of an Orange County home is $1.02 
million (Lansner, 2022). 
Moreover, as the cost of housing goes up, local income does not increase in proportion to the 


cost of housing. Indeed, Fullerton residents are spending more than 30% of their income on 


housing (Gutierrez & Rodriguez, 2021). Undoubtedly, the housing crisis must be at the forefront 
of city council agendas if they wish to prevent the displacement of residents who have called 
Fullerton their home for decades. 

Homelessness 

Unsurprisingly, the cost of housing in comparison to the average income in Fullerton has led to 
an increase in individuals experiencing homelessness. Kennedy (2020) notes that 64% of Orange 
County jobs do not pay enough to afford rent on a 1-bedroom apartment. Additionally, renters 
need to earn 3.6 times the state minimum wage to afford the average monthly rent of $2,225 
(Kennedy, 2020). In the year 2020, 2,765 people were recorded to have been experiencing 
homelessness in the areas of Fullerton, Anaheim, Orange, Buena Park, Villa Park, Los Alamitos, 
Cypress, Stanton, La Palma, Placenta, Yorba Linda, Brea, and La Habra. Too often the 
experiences of unhoused individuals are met with derogatory comments and dehumanizing 
language. It is imperative that city representatives create an accountable plan to face the 
homelessness crisis in Fullerton and focus on facts over privileged comments. 

Opioids 

Another issue Fullerton residents face is opioid related addiction and overdoses. The Orange 
County Health Care Agency (2017) notes that there were 7,457 opioid overdose cases treated in 
emergency departments between 2011 and 2015. Adding that seven of every ten overdose related 
deaths investigated by the Orange County Sheriff-Coroner during this period involved opioids 
(Orange County Heath Care Agency, 2017). The Orange County Alcohol and Drug Advisory 
Board (2017) writes that the opioid death rate for Orange County is higher than the statewide 


rate. In June of 2022, a Fullerton resident was arrested and charged for possessing enough 


Fentanyl to kill 12 million people (Edds, 2022). Undoubtedly, Fullerton residents are facing a 
health crisis that should be addressed through city initiatives. 

LIBRARY OVERVIEW 
About 
The main library serving Fullerton residents is Fullerton Public Library (FPL). For the fiscal year 
of 2021-2022 the City of Fullerton allocated 4% of their $110,861,923 budget to the Fullerton 
Library. Resulting in a $4.4 million dollar budget for the Fullerton Public Library (City of 
Fullerton, 2022). 
Mission and Vision 
Items mentioned in the mission statement of the Fullerton Public Library include serving the 
diverse needs of patrons, fostering learning, providing resources, inspiring creative thinking, and 
bringing the Fullerton community together. (Fullerton Public Library, 2022). The library vows to 
host items of recreational, educational, and leisurely interest. Making such items available in 
both print and electronic formats. Moreover, the library aims to bring to its patrons items that 
connect them to ideas and concepts. The mission statement also mentions that FPL subscribes to 
the principles set forth by the American Library Association (ALA). 
Collection 
Fullerton Public Library's collection is divided into three overarching categories. There is a kids, 
teens, and adults selection. Patrons have the ability to choose between a large variety of material 
such as physical books, eBooks, movies, audiobooks, large print books, magazines, and atlases. 
Fullerton Public Library patrons also have access to the app Libby which grants them access to a 
plethora of audio and eBooks. If the library does not have a resource that a patron is looking for, 


the Fullerton Public Library website allows patrons to suggest an item for the library to purchase. 


Services 

Services at the Fullerton public library include career and college resources, passport services, 
foreign language learning courses and material, as well as public computers and printing. The 
library also has various resource pages with information curated specifically for parents and 
teachers. 

Programming 

Similar to their collection, Fullerton Public library has their programs promoted and divided on 
their website according to three overarching categories. Under kids programs, the library offers 
regularly scheduled babies and toddlers storytime as well as preschool storytime. During the 
summer, the library also hosts family movie matinee events. For teenage patrons, FPL offers 
summer reading programs with prize incentives as well as homework help and career resources. 
Finally, Fullerton Public Library offers programs for adults which consist of summer reading 
programs where patrons can submit their reviews of books in order to be entered into a prize 
raffle. The library also hosts a monthly boardgamers game day. 

Stakeholders 

Fullerton Public Library stakeholders include the Library Board of Trustees, the Friends of the 
Library committee, the library director, staff, and the residents of the city of Fullerton whose 
money is used to fund library initiatives. Representatives of all of these stakeholders meet on a 


monthly basis at the Library Board of Trustees meeting (City of Fullerton, May 2022). 


STRATEGIC PLANS 
The Fullerton Plan 
In May 2012, The City of Fullerton adopted an extensive document that outlines the strategic 
plans for the city until the year 2030 (City of Fullerton, 2022). The plan is divided into four 
master elements which include: The Fullerton Built Environment, The Fullerton Community, 
The Fullerton Economy, and The Fullerton Natural Environment. 
Goals for the Fullerton Built Environment include: Creating a supply of safe housing ranging in 
cost and type to meet the needs of all segments of the community, value and preserve historic 
resources, create a bicycle-friendly city, and create a balanced system promoting transportation 
alternatives that enable mobility for Fullerton residents. 
Goals for the Fullerton Community include: being proactive in addressing public safety 
concerns, being responsive to public safety needs, and offering parks, recreation facilities, trails, 
and programs that promote a healthy community and a desirable quality of life for Fullerton 
residents. 
Goals for the Fullerton Economy include: having long-term fiscal strength and stability that has 
a foundation in local economic assets, and having revitalization initiatives that provide benefits 
for and enhance the quality of life for Fullerton residents. 
Goals for the Fullerton Natural Environment include: having an adequate and safe water supply, 
protection and improvement of air quality, participating in addressing climate change, and having 
a safe and efficient management of waste. (City of Fullerton, 2022). 
Fullerton Public Library 
Strategic plans for the Fullerton Public Library are outlined within the greater Fullerton Plan. 


Some of the items that are included in the strategic plans for the library include: supporting 


policies and programs which continuously seek to foster lifelong learning to the residents of 
Fullerton, creating policies and programs that support successful school experiences such as 
tutoring, literacy, and English language and computer skills. As well as supporting the needs of 
disadvantaged communities in Fullerton through programs and projects. 

Indeed, the city of Fullerton was bold to outline the goals of various city affairs all in one 
document that is to be used for eighteen consecutive years. It is worth investigating how the city 
is assessing the changing needs of their residents and holding themselves accountable for the 


goals listed in their strategic plan for the city. 


APPENDIX 


Item A: Map of Fullerton, California in Relation to Neighboring cities 
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Retrieved from: https://www.healthycity.org/maps/ 


Item B: Primary Jobs Held By Residents of Fullerton, California 
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Retrieved from: https://datausa.io/profile/geo/fullerton-ca/Zeconom 


Item C: Image of Fullerton Public Library 


Item D: Image of Fullerton City Hall 
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Retrieved from: https 


Item E: City of Fullerton 2021-2022 Fiscal Year Budget 
Total General Fund Expenditures: $110,861,923 
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Retrieved from: 
https://www.cityoffullerton.com/home/showdocument?id=5780&t=637757918745169459 


Item F: User’s Guide: How to Use The Fullerton Plan 


User's Guide: How to Use The Fullerton Plan 
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Retrieved from: 
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